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ABSTRACT

Poetry has been an integral part of the Arabs’ life since ancient times. It (poetry) has
tackled the people’s concerns and hopes, and portrayed the different aspects and social
features of their life. For this reason, this study is conducted to delve into the
particulars of the social life of the Umayyad society, and uncover the social ties binding
its members, their customs and traditions, their means of entertainment and amusement,
and the professions and crafts they excelled in. It also checks the tools they used in this
era, illustrates the Umayyad’s prominent cultural achievements in the industrial, urban
spheres, etc, and scrutinizes closely the artistic/ technical composition of the social

poetry in the Umayyad era.

The study concludes, based on the reading of poems and “al-mugqatta’at” (the shortest
poetic composition Arabs have known), that the Umayyad poets portrayed the nature of
the familial ties existing among their society members in its various forms, drawing

with words its most precise details. They also pictured the Umayyad society traditions
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and customs, ideals, and morals, and mentioned the top foods and drinks known by the
Umayyad community’s people, the shapes and sorts and colours of their clothes, and the

ways they followed to have fun and entertain themselves.

The study reveals a number of professions and crafts in which the Umayyad society
members excelled in and performed proficiently. It also presents the key cultural
accomplishments of the Umayyad society in the fields of building, architecture, and
industry, and shows the tools and materials they employed to realize those

accomplishments.

The study shows that the social poetry spread in the Umayyad era had a poetic diction
of its own, some characterized by realism, straightforwardness, and simplicity, while the
other kind was characterized by its powerful, impressive, and eloquent word selection,
depending on the social subject being addressed by the poet. The then social poetry was
marked by having a style that was different from the other poetic trends, since its theme
was closely linked to the social environment. Therefore, its style was realistic and
direct or undeviating, and was consistent with the life led long ago, and was also

characterized by its clarity and being far from philosophization and complexity.

The Umayyad poets created poetic depictions which interacted with and were
consistent with the details of their life and its social facets. Consequently, their
depictions emerged in their different types and forms and what these portrayals relied
upon of rhetorical molds that have intermingling words, clear elements, and obvious
features that foretell evidently its allusions. Their poetic depictions were diversified and

so the colorful, audio, etc depictions came into existence in a very coherent manner and
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were images or depictions which were steady throughout the general context which

posed to address the then social life aspects.

The study shows that the Umayyad poets gave special attention to compose their
poems using the simple or easy rhythms and light meters that fit the spirit of the new
age, whilst some of their created poems swung in favor of the incomplete and short
meters that are suitable for singing which spread in some of the Umayyad environments
long ago. Also, musical trends characterizing there poems and social poetic pieces
became widespread, leading to all of this contributing to generating a tangible inner and

outer rhythm which distinguished most of the social poetry in the Umayyad period.



